
In Loving Memory of

Owen Roe O’Neill
15th November 1938 – 25th November 2025

Monday 12th January 2026 at 11:30am
St Thomas of Canterbury Roman Catholic Church, Rainham

Followed by Burial at Woodlands Cemetery, Gillingham at 1:00pm

Celebrant: Canon Liam Gallagher



Entrance Hymn

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,

thy power throughout the universe displayed;

Chorus:  Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
how great thou art, how great thou art!

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
how great thou art, how great thou art!

When Christ shall come with shouts of acclamation
and take me home – what joy shall fill my heart!

Then shall I bow in humble adoration
and there proclaim, ‘my God, how great thou art!

Chorus:  Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee…



Introductory Rite

Canon Liam:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen.

Canon Liam:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.

All.  And with your spirit.

Opening Prayer

O Lord our God, we come to you in our grief but offer you our gratitude 
for your faithfulness and kindness. May Owen’s soul and the souls of the faithful 

departed rest in peace in your divine presence.

We ask you this through Christ your Son who, 
with the Holy Spirit, lives with you for ever and ever.  Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
A reading from St. Paul to the Thessalonians. 4: 13-15

We want you to be quite certain, friends, about those who have died, to make sure 
that you do not grieve about them, like the other people who have no hope. 

We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for those who 
have died in Jesus: God will bring them with Him. We can tell you this from the 

Lord’s own teaching, that any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s coming 
will not have any advantage over those who have died.

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.



Responsorial Psalm

Response:  O Lord, I know you are near, standing always at my side. 
You guard me from the foe and you lead me in ways everlasting.

Lord, you have searched my heart and you know when I sit and when I stand. 
Your hand is upon me, protecting me from death, keeping me from harm.

Response

Where can I run from your love?  If I climb the heavens you are there.
If I fly to the sunrise or sail beyond the sea still I’d find you there.

Response

You know my heart and its ways, you who formed me before I was born, 
in secret of darkness, before I saw you in the sun, in my mother’s womb.

Response

Marvellous to me are your works; how profound are your thoughts my Lord.
Even if I could count them, they number as the stars, you would still be there.

Response

Alleluia

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
If we have died with Christ then we shall live with him.

If we hold firm with Him, we shall reign with Him. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



Gospel Reading
Mathew 5: 1-12

Canon Liam Gallagher

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat down, 
his disciples came to him. He began to teach them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in 

spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they who mourn, for they will 
be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land. Blessed are they 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied. Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will 

see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and 

utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward will be great in heaven.” 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ.

Homily
Canon Liam Gallagher

Eulogies
Professional Eulogy by Sandra Raine

Master of The Worshipful Company of Plumbers

Personal Eulogy by Martin, Chris, Andrew & Esme O’Neill

Bidding Prayers
By Sr Margaret Gallagher



Prayers of the Faithful

For the Church.
We pray for Pope Leo, Archbishop John Wilson and all who guide and govern 

in our Church.  May the Holy Spirit inspire each of them and grant them the gifts 
of wisdom, compassion and understanding.

Lord Hear Us.
All:  Lord graciously hear us.

We ask, Lord, that you grant Owen, our beloved father, brother, father-in-law, 
grandfather, great grandfather, uncle and friend, eternal peace and rest as he is 
reunited with Isabel and John.  May his example of integrity and family loyalty 

continue to inspire us all.
Lord Hear Us.

All:  Lord graciously hear us.

We pray for all the deceased members of the O’Neill and McCluskey families
 and the departed loved ones of all those present today.  

May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
Lord Hear Us.

All:  Lord graciously hear us.

As this new year begins, we pray for peace in our hearts, 
our homes and our world.  May each of us, particularly our civic leaders, 

work for the peace and justice that Christ came to bring.
Lord Hear Us.

All:  Lord graciously hear us.

We ask Mary, our mother and consoler of all who grieve, to pray with us and for us.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women and 

blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners

Now and at the hour of our death.  Amen.



Offetory Hymn 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.
He makes me down to lie

in pastures green; he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again,
and me to walk doth make

within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
yet will I fear no ill,

for thou art with me and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;

And in God’s house forever more
My dwelling place shall be.

Canon Liam:  Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God, the Almighty Father.

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory 
of His name, for our good and the good of all His holy Church.



Eucharistic Prayer

Canon Liam:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.

Canon Liam:  Lift up your hearts.
All:  We lift them up to the Lord.

Canon Liam:  Let us give thanks to the Lord.
All:  It is right and just.

(After the preface prayer)

All:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, who comes in the name of the Lord,

Hosanna in the highest.

(Please kneel or sit)

Canon Liam:  The mystery of faith.

All:  We proclaim your death O Lord and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

Canon Liam:  Through Him and with Him, and in Him, O God Almighty Father, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour is yours, for ever and ever.

All:  Amen.



Canon Liam:  At the Saviours command and formed 
by divine teaching we dare to say:

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; 
they kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.  Amen.

Canon Liam:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray from every evil.  
Graciously grant peace in our days that, by the help of your mercy, 

we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.

Canon Liam:  Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your Apostles, “Peace I leave you, my 
peace I give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 
and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. 

Who lives and reign for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Canon Liam:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All:  And with your spirit.

Canon Liam:  Let us offer each other a sign of peace.
All:  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
Grant us peace.



Communion Rite

(Please kneel or sit.)

Canon Liam:  Behold the Lamb of God; behold Him who takes away the sins 
of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All:  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say 
the word and my soul shall be healed.

(All are welcome to come forward for communion or a blessing.)

Communion Hymn

Sweet Sacrament divine, hid in thine earthly home,
lo, round thy lowly shrine, with suppliant hearts we come;

Jesus, to thee our voice we raise in songs of love and heartfelt praise:
sweet Sacrament divine.

Sweet Sacrament of peace, dear home for every heart,
where restless yearnings cease and sorrows all depart;

there in thine ear all trustfully we tell our tale of misery:
sweet Sacrament of peace.

Sweet Sacrament of rest, ark from the ocean’s roar,
within thy shelter blest soon may we reach the shore;

save us, for still the tempest raves, save, lest we sink beneath the waves:
sweet Sacrament of rest.

Sweet Sacrament divine, earth’s light and jubilee,
in thy far depths doth shine thy Godhead’s majesty;

sweet light, so shine on us, we pray, that earthly joys may fade away:
sweet Sacrament divine.



Final Prayer and Blessing
Canon Liam:  Lord, may this mass bring peace and happiness to all our deceased 
family members but especially our beloved Owen, who is now safe in your care.  

This we ask through Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy spirit for ever and ever.  Amen.

Recessional Hymn
I watch the sunrise lighting the sky,

Casting its shadows near.
And on this morning bright though it be,

I feel those shadows near me.
But you are always close to me

Following all my ways.
May I be always close to you

Following all your ways, Lord.

I watch the sunlight shine through the clouds,
Warming the earth below.

And at the mid-day, life seems to say:
I feel your brightness near me.
For you are always close to me

Following all my ways.
May I be always close to you

Following all your ways, Lord.

I watch the sunset fading away,
Lighting the clouds with sleep.

And as the evening closes its eyes,
I feel your presence near me.

For you are always close to me
Following all my ways.

May I be always close to you
Following all your ways, Lord.

I watch the moonlight guarding the night,
Waiting till morning comes.

The air is silent, earth is at rest
Only your peace is near me.

Yes, you are always close to me
Following all my ways.

May I be always close to you
Following all your ways, Lord.



The family would like to thank you all for attending the service today 
to remember Owen, to pay your respects and say your goodbyes.

Your love, kindness and support at this difficult time is greatly appreciated.
 

You are warmly invited to join them after the service 
to continue to celebrate Owen’s life, and for light refreshments at

Gillingham Golf Club, 
Woodlands Road, Gillingham, Kent. ME7 2AP

 
If desired, donations in memory of Owen for

‘The Wisdom Hospice Charity’
would be gratefully received and may be

made online via a memorial page,
please visit https://www.funeralguide.co.uk/obituaries/139504

 
Thank You

John Weir Funeral Directors, Rainham


