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AND 

NORTHUMBERLAND 
Monday 8 June to Thursday 11 June 2026 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
Join the Master, Sandra Raine, and her consort Ian to visit historic locations in Durham 

and Northumberland.  See some of the industrial heritage of the area, ancient sites 
and a world famous castle. 

 

  

 

Alnwick Castle 

 

The Alnwick Gardens Vindolanda 



 Beamish Hall Hotel 
Beamish, Stanley, Co Durham, DH9 0YB.   Tel: 01207 233733 
www.beamish-hall.co.uk 
 
Beamish Manor, as it originally was, dates back to the 13th century when it was a wedding gift celebrating the 
union between two Norman families.  The hall was originally built as a fortified farmhouse with the estate 
controlling nearby towns and villages. 
The Manor passed through several hands during its long history, including the Percy family, whose family seat 
is Alnwick Castle.  Additional building work took place in the early 18th century, adding various spaces for 
entertaining, many of which we can see today. 
After some 700 years as a private home, the Manor had various uses, including as the former headquarters of 
Durham Coal Board.  It was then acquired by the Beamish Museum, until it moved to a new site next door. 
 

 Getting There 
By Car 
From the A1(M), exit at junction 63, signposted A693/A167 to Chester-le-Street/Stanley and follow the A693 for 
approximately 5 miles to a roundabout.  Take the third exit towards Beamish, following the brown road signs 
marked "Beamish Hall Hotel". Turn left at the main Beamish Museum entrance, continue for about 0.8 miles 
and the Hotel is on your left.  There is ample free parking at the Hotel, with four EV charging stations in the 
main car park. 
 
By Rail 
Beamish Hall Hotel is roughly midway between Durham and Newcastle railway stations which are on the main 
east coast line.  A taxi from Durham station should cost in the region of £25 for the journey of about 10 miles.  
There is also a station at Chester-le-Street, also on the east coast main line, although you may need to change 
at Durham or Newcastle. 
 
By Air 
The Hotel is about 16 miles from Newcastle International Airport, a journey by taxi of about 30 minutes.  It is 
also about 45 minutes from Durham Tees Valley Airport. 
 
What3words: ///innovate.threaded.mixes 
 

 Points to Note 
The tours at each desination will be largely on foot although there are cafés and other areas where you will be 
able to sit.  Please ensure you have comfortable shoes for walking.  Other than the guided sections, you will be 
free to see the areas at your own pace.  Please also bear in mind that this is the northeast and although we will 
be in June, the weather can be unpredictable.  Vindolanda is quite an exposed site and it is worth being 
prepared for the conditions to be colder than might be expected. 

             

Beamish Hall Hotel 

 

Beamish Hall Hotel 

http://www.beamish-hall.co.uk/


  
 
 
 
 

Monday 8th June 2026 
Arrival at Hotel and Evening Barbeque 
 
 
 
 

  
3:00 p.m. 

 
Check in at the hotel from 3:00 p.m.  Relax and settle into your hotel room 
or enjoy a walk through the grounds and along Beamish Burn.  Try afternoon 
tea at the Coach House Café. 
 

  
From 6:00 p.m.  

 
Join your fellow guests on the Terrace outside the Monboucher Room (or 
inside if the weather is inclement) for reception drinks and an informal 
barbeque. 
Dress: casual.  Loud/Hawaiian shirts admired but by no means 
compulsory. 
 

 

 

Day 
One 

 

Beamish Hall Hotel 

 

Beamish Hall Hotel Beamish Hall Hotel 



  
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 9th June 2026 
Alnwick Castle and Gardens 
Alnwick Castle dates back to the 11th century.  It was purchased in 1309 by 
the Percy family and has been the family seat for over 700 years.  Today, it is 
the home of the current Duke of Northumberland, Ralph Percy.  The Castle 
is a major visitor attraction and has been used in a number of film and 
television productions.  The Duchess led the creation of Alnwick Gardens. 
 

  
9:00 a.m. 

 
Depart by coach for Alnwick Castle and Gardens – Note – please wear 
suitable footwear for walking. 
 

  
10:30 a.m.  

 
Arrive at Alnwick Castle Entrance and split into three groups.  Each group 
will have a guided tour of the castle staterooms and free time to explore 
other areas of the castle and grounds.  The tour of Alnwick Gardens 
includes a guided tour of the Poison Garden, with free time to explore the 
remaining areas in the gardens. 
 

  
12:45 p.m. 

 
Groups will gather together for a light buffet lunch, including traditional 
local stottie cakes, in the Great Hall.  A cash bar will be available for drinks. 
 

  
3:15 p.m. 

 
Coach departs for Northumberland Spirit Company. 
 

  
3:30 p.m. 

 
Guided tour of this micro distillery producing hand crafted gins.  No 
Plumbers’ event would be complete without a tasting of some of the spirits 
produced, and of course an opportunity to buy! 
 

  
4:15 p.m. 

 
Coach returns to Hotel. 
 

 
 

 
5:45 p.m. (approx.) 

 
Arrive at Hotel. 
 

  
7:00 p.m. for 7:30 p.m. 

 
Drinks reception at Hotel followed by dinner and entertainment. 
Dress code: Informal. 
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Two 

 

Alnwick Castle 

 

The Alnwick Gardens Northumberland Spirit Co. 

Alnwick Castle 

 



  
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 10th June 2026 
Vindolanda and Beamish, The Living Museum of the North. 
Vindolanda was a Roman auxiliary fort just south of Hadrian’s Wall.  Our 
private guide will take you on a walking tour of this archaeological site, still 
being explored. 
Beamish Museum is a world famous open air museum bringing the history 
of the Northeast to life with its town, pit village, farm and more. 
 

  
9:00 a.m. 

 
Depart by coach for Vindolanda - Note – Vindolanda has footpaths but 
some areas of the site are uneven.  Please wear suitable footwear for 
walking. 
 

  
10:30 a.m.  

 
Guided tour of Vindolanda Roman Fort.  Hear how the Romans lived and 
how they managed to provide relatively clean water to their bath houses 
and latrines as well as the use of lead.  Visit the museum to see many of the 
artifacts found during excavation. 
 

  
11:50 a.m.. 

 
Coach departs Vindolanda for Beamish Museum. 
 

  
1:00 p.m. 

 
Arrive at Beamish, The Living Museum of the North.  The afternoon is yours 
to explore freely and visit areas of particular interest.  Take one of the old-
style buses or trams that run frequently between the different locations.  
Have lunch or a snack at one of several cafés or restaurants located around 
the museum site (details of these will be provided before you arrive).  
Vouchers will be provided to contribute towards the cost of refreshments 
which can be used at the various outlets around the museum. 
 

  
5:00 p.m. 

 
The coach will leave from the entrance area for the short ride back to the 
hotel where you will have time to relax and change for dinner. 
 

  
7:00 p.m. for 7:30 p.m. 

 
Sparkling wine drinks reception then dinner in the Monboucher room. 
Dress code: Black tie. 
 

 

Day 
Three 

 

Beamish, The Living Museum of the North 

Beamish, The Living Museum of the North 

Vindolanda 

Vindolanda 



 Thursday 11th June 2026 
Final Day 
Enjoy breakfast before checking out and departing. 
Check out time is 11:00 a.m. 
 
Why not take the opportunity to visit some of the other attractions in the area 
before you set off for home.  Here are a few you may consider. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
Featured Offer for Golfers 
For any golfers who are interested, we have been able to secure a free round 
of golf at Brancepeth Castle Golf Club Brancepeth Castle Golf Club.  This is 
about 16 miles south of the Hotel.  Designed by Harry Colt in 1924 who has 
been involved in designs of over 300 golf courses worldwide.  This has been 
arranged courtesy of Richard Kaye, Centre Manager at Dalton Park Outlet & 
Outdoors. 
If any of you would like to take advantage of this generous offer, please let us 
have your names and the date and approximate time you would like to play. 
 
Dalton Park Outlet Centre 
For those wishing to do some shopping, Dalton Park is an outlet centre about 
15 miles east of Beamish next to the A19 where you can find over 65 world 
famous brands at prices up to 75% off.  Speak to us if you are interested 
about discount vouchers. Dalton Park 
 
Durham City 
Visit this historic town and see its iconic sites.  For those travelling by car, 
Durham imposes a Road User Charge (currently £5 per day) on entry to the 
Durham City Peninsula.  Parking outside this zone is available at Prince 
Bishops Car Park, on Leazes Road, DH1 3UJ Parking - Prince Bishops 
Shopping Centre.  From here, shops, the Castle and Cathedral are just a 
short walk away. 
 
 

  
Locomotion in Shildon 
Situated just over 20 miles south of Beamish, spend some time at this 
railway museum where railways began Home | Locomotion.  Entry to the 
museum is free. 
 
Woodhorn Museum 
For those heading north, consider a stop at Woodhorn Museum at 
Ashington Woodhorn Museum.  Located just off the A189 on the north side 
of Ashington, this mining museum is on the site of Woodhorn colliery.  
Operating from 1894 until its closure in 1991, the mine produced about 
600,000 tons of coal each year. 
 
Botanic Gardens 
On the southern outskirts of Durham City, the gardens offer a wide range of 
landscapes to explore. Durham University Botanic Garden 

 

Day 
Four 

 

https://brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk/
https://www.dalton-park.co.uk/
https://princebishopsplace.co.uk/parking/
https://princebishopsplace.co.uk/parking/
https://www.locomotion.org.uk/
https://www.northeastmuseums.org.uk/woodhorn
https://www.dur.ac.uk/things-to-do/venues/botanic-garden/


BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS 

Bookings for this break are to be made in two steps. 

Step One 

Bookings for the hotel are made directly with the hotel: 

Beamish Hall Hotel 
Beamish, Stanley, Co Durham, DH9 0YB 
Tel: 01207 233 733 
www.beamish-hall.co.uk 

Please book your room directly with the hotel by calling their 
reservations team on 01207 233733, saying you are with the 
Worshipful Company of Plumbers for the nights of 8th, 9th & 10th June 
2026 (three nights).  The discounted rate for the room is £119.00 per 
night.  This rate is reduced by £10.00 for single occupancy.  All rates 
include breakfast. 

If you require an accessible room, please mention this to the hotel at 
the time of booking. 

If you wish to extend your stay, the discounted rate will apply for up 
to two further nights.  Additional nights are subject to availability but 
should you wish to stay longer and book any additional nights, 
please do so when you make your booking. 

The hotel also has premier rooms for which the hotel has agreed a 
rate of £179.00 per night.  These are also subject to availability and 
are very limited in number.  Please check availability when you book 
if you would like an upgrade to one of these rooms. 

There will be deposit of £50.00 per room per night stay (i.e. deposit of 
£150 for the three-night stay) which will be charged on making your 
booking.  The balance of the room charge will be collected 7 days 
before the event, at which time the full amount will be charged to the 
credit card used for making your booking.  Any extras will need to be 
settled by you on departure. 

Step Two 

Once you have made your hotel booking, please complete the form 
at the end of this brochure and email it to the Master at 
sandraWCoP@gmail.com 

The overall payment to be made in respect of the tours is £360.00 
per person.  Please make a first payment of £75.00 per person at the 
time of booking to the following HSBC account: 

Account Name: Mr Ian & Mrs Sandra Raine 
Sort Code: 40-38-04 
Account Number: 44333551 
Please use the reference: [Your Surname+June26] 

Please make a final payment of £285.00 per person to the same 
account no later than 8 April 2026 (A reminder will be sent). 

What’s included in the price: 
- Pre BBQ drinks and BBQ on 8 June
- Coach transport for tours on 10 and 11 June.
- Entry and described tours at Alnwick Castle and Gardens

plus light buffet lunch, including tea and coffee.
- Tour of Northumberland Spirit Co, and tastings.
- Guided tour of Vindolanda.
- Entry to Beamish Museum and vouchers towards the cost of

lunch.
- Pre-dinner drinks, dinner and half bottle of wine per person

(or soft drinks if advised on the booking form) with meal on
10 and 11 June.

What’s not included in the price: 
- Travel to and from the Hotel for the Master’s break.
- Drinks with the barbeque.
- Lunchtime drinks at Alnwick Castle.
- Hotel bed and breakfast – guests pay directly to hotel. 
- Any extras incurred at the hotel.
- Travel insurance.

http://www.beamish-hall.co.uk/
mailto:sandraWCoP@gmail.com
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