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The Ma��e�ǯ� F��� C��n�ie�ǯ Weekend Bl�g 
 

 
 

S�e and I �e�e �h�illed �i�h �he �e���n�e �� M� Ma��e�ǯ� F��� C��n�ie�ǯ Weekend B�eak. 
A total of 72 members and guests joined us for the whole break and 75 joined us at 
Belvoir Castle for the finale.  
 

On a sunny and warm day in June, that lasted all four days of the weekend, we arrived at 
Belton Woods Hotel outside Grantham at lunchtime on Thursday 8th for our first trip, to 
Easton Walled Gardens. The ancestral home of the Cholmeley family since 1561, the 16th 
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Century Easton Hall was demolished in 1951, but the current generation has devoted 
themselves to restoring the grounds. We were welcomed by Ursula, Lady Cholmeley, to 
this delightful and peaceful haven, which specializes in displaying sweat peas.  
 

  

   
 

   
 

We returned to Belton Woods Hotel, for an evening meal in our own private suite, with 
the additional party staying at the Angel & Royal Hotel and one couple at The Brownlow 
Arms also joining us: 

 

     
 

Next morning we were off bright and early to Sherwood Forest in Nottinghamshire to 
see a stunning piece of Victorian engineering, the Scheduled Ancient Monument of 
Papplewick Pumping Station. Opened in 1885 to supply water to the city of Nottingham, 
this masterpiece sits in its own landscaped grounds. 
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We were greeted by Museum Director Ashley Smart, who described the history of the 
pumping station, which they had spent a week steaming up for us to see in operation.  
 

       
 

The architecture was exquisite, with stunning brass work, stained-glass windows and 
brickwork, and all originally not open to the public; how public works have changed! 
 
  

       



A founding trustee of the trust that now runs Papplewick is our very own Honourary 
Liveryman Geoffrey Bond, who was unable to join us on the day, but who lives in Lord 
Byronǯs former home in Southwell, a town we were to visit next. 
 

  
 
The visit to Papplewick would not have been complete without a descent, for the more 
able-bodied, into the old vaulted reservoir at the top of the hill. 
 

   
 

A short coach ride took us to the hidden gem of Southwell, a beautiful unspoilt old 
market town, and home to the Bramley Apple. After lunch at leisure in one of the many 
cafes and restaurants, we gathered at the Grade One listed Southwell Minster for an 
e�cellen� g�ided ���� �f �he Min��e� Ch��ch and �he ��ined A�chbi�h��ǯ� Palace and 
grounds. The staff could not have been more welcoming and enthusiastic.  
 
 

 
 

 
   
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

   
 

We were shown areas not open to the public and treated to a marvelous musical 
interlude during the mid-tour coffee break. Adrian, our Clerk, was given permission to 
play the organ for us! And while doing so he discover that the organ case had been 
designed by one WD Caroe, Past Master of our own Company from 1905 to 1907 and 
1913 to 1919! What an astonishing find! 



 
  

 
 

     
 

That evening on return to our hotel we enjoyed a BBQ on the terrace, but we all 
retreated under the veranda or inside after the sun went down! 

 

 



 
Saturday morning dawned bright and sunny for a short drive down the A1 to Rutland 
Water for our cruise to Normanton Church on the Rutland Belle. Our host and guide was 
Will Kirstein, the Rutland & Suffolk Water General Manager for Anglia Water, who gave  

 

 
 

  
 

us an excellent and informative description of the reservoir, its impact and its history.  
 

     
 

The iconic Normanton Church, venue for many weddings, was a stunning backdrop and 
destination for our cruise in perfect sailing weather and we were also treated to a 



sighting of an osprey eagle. My thanks to Liveryman Graham Setterfield, who gave me 
the contact to arrange for Will to talk to us. Will also described the finding of the Rutland 
Sea Dragon, the largest complete fossil ichthyosaur found in the UK at Rutland and laid 
out a life size picture of it. 

 

 
 

Our drive back to Grantham took us to the Grade One medieval Angel & Royal Hotel, 
where some were staying for the weekend. Opened in 1205, this ancient coaching inn 
welcomed no less than seven Kings of England over the centuries, and all of us for a 
b�ffet l�nch in the Kingsǯ RoomǨ 
 



 
 

A chance to relax after that and dress for the finale at Belvoir Castle. Home to the Duke 
and Duchess of Rutland, we were greeted with Pimms and canapés on the terrace before 
guided tours of the upper grounds and castle itself and that wonderful group photograph 
on the main castle staircase, which opens this blog.  
 

   
  
 



  

  
 

   
 
Pre-dinner drinks were served in the ballroom, where we were treated to some 
delightful entertainment by harpist Ruth Holden and throughout dinner.  
 
  

  
 

 



The dinner menu was: 
 
Starter: Asparagus with Crispy Ham Hock, Fried Duck Egg and Parmesan Sauce 
 
Main: Roasted Rack of Lamb with Dauphinois Potatoes, Glazed Heritage Carrots and 
Sweet Basil Jus 
 
Dessert: Coconut Pannacotta with Mango Salad and Mangot Sorbet. 
 
Wines were Belvoir White, from its own vineyard and Alto Molino Malbec. 
 

 
 

My thanks to Past Master Alec Moir for his kind words after dinner and to everyone who 
came along and made it such a special occasion for Sue and me. We were also delighted 
�ha� da�gh�e�� Jo and Pippaǡ �i�h fianc± Samǡ and S�eǯ� ��ep- mother were able to join us 
too. I know many arrived a day or so early or stayed on after breakfast on Sunday to see 
more of our little corner of England.  
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