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Time marches on and it only seems like yesterday we were tucking into our Christmas puddings. 
Shrove Tuesday has now passed and the City Livery Companies celebrated it with pancakes in a 
very traditional way – more later. 
 

February started for me with a meeting of some of the Construction Livery Group Masters to 
discuss the way forward for the group. A very useful discussion hosted by the Master Architect in 
the iconic Temple Bar, the old gate into the City of London on Fleet Street and now in 
Paternoster Square. 
 

 
 



It’s second from the right in the picture above of all the old City gates. The Plumbers’ Company 
helped fund the move of the gate to its current location and this is recorded on a plaque in the 
room above the gateway: 
 

 
 

Later that week we had an on-line meeting with the Worshipful Company of Gardeners to 
discuss the lead planters we are making for King Charles III and Camilla, Queen Consort to 
celebrate Their Coronation.  More details on that will follow in due course. 
 

Sue had a lovely Consorts’ lunch in Bakers’ Hall courtesy of the Tax Advisers’ Consort, while I had 
a useful Plumbers’ Execs’ Zoom meeting from home before catching a train to London for the 
Educators’ Franklin Lecture in Mansion House. Sue and I managed a quick “Hello – Goodbye” at 
Kings X station as she headed home!  Former Sheriff Alderman Michael Mainelli, next year’s Lord 
Mayor, if elected, gave the lecture. 
 

 
 
 



Unfortunately, Sue and I were unable to make the Plumbers’ Table at Ironmongers’ Hall as we 
were meeting the current Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, Nicholas and Felicity Lyons, with all 
the other 2022/2023 Masters and Consorts. This informal lunchtime meeting has now become 
an annual event to discuss the Livery.  
 
I then held a very useful Lecture planning meeting with the speakers for this year’s Lecture, 
before joining in one of the great events of the Livery Calendar, the Inter-Livery Pancake Race on 
Shrove Tuesday.  Each company enters a team of four, the Master, Consort, a Liveryman and a 
fancy dress entrant suitably kitted out in aprons, chef’s hats and Livery gowns! 
 

 
 

The Plumbers’ Team( L to R): Master’s Consort, Sue: The Master (me!): Our Captain(!) Adrian the Clerk: 
Liveryman Barbara Cooper: and in Fancy Dress Upper Warden David Adams (Plumber Super Mario!)  

 

The Master and Upper Warden acquitted themselves well, reaching their respective finals, but 
it’s all just for fun and to raise money for the Lord Mayor’s appeal. Some race photos: 
 

   
 

 

 



I am most grateful to Upper Warden David Adams and Liveryman Kevin McCallister for standing 
in for me for two diary event clashes. Kevin represent me and the company at the funeral of 
Bernard Bateman in Ripon Cathedral. Bernard was a Past President of the CIPHE, as is Kevin. 
Bernard made a huge contribution to the Plumbing and Heating Industry and to his local 
communities. The first secretary of the World Plumbing Council, he also served as Mayor for 
Harrogate and Ripon.  
 

 
 

Bernard Bateman MBE 
 

Although attending in his own right, Upper Warden David Adams also covered me for the second 
working group meeting for the new Young Apprentice Membership Scheme.  We are making 
good progress here. 
 

The penultimate week in February began with a Finance Committee meeting, before I caught a 
train down to Gosport for an overnight stay and a day at HMS Sultan. The Royal Navy’s marine 
engineering training base, we provide the annual award for their top apprentice. The day was 
organised by the base for all the organisations with which they are affiliated to showcase their 
training, so it was a very good mix of Livery Companies, educational establishments, the police, 
cadets and local civil representatives.  The Renter Warden Charles Brooks and his wife Penny, 
along with Adrian our Clerk, accompanied me on this informative and interesting day. 

 

 



 

       
 

Examples of some of the training pieces the RN apprentices have to make 
 

The Upper Warden David Adams and his wife Kathy also kindly covered the Horners’ Lecture for 
Sue and me that clashed with this visit. February drew to a close with the Membership and 
Freedom & Livery committee meetings, before I called in to the House of Lords for a meeting 
with the Lord Speaker, Lord McFall, our guest speaker at our banquet in March to brief him on 
the evening.  Don’t forget to book your place; it really is a special evening.  I hope to see you 
there. 
 
A very enjoyable February and there’s much more to look forward to in March.  
 

 
 
Paul Nash 
Master                  28th February 2023 

 


